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will be needed to reach that point.   What has the
flank guard done in the meantime *

Having started from Woelflmg at 4 30, the head of
the flank guard has leached Rohrbach at 6 30

On arriving, it has covered the occupation of that
place with a body of troops (2nd battalion) sent out to
hill 876; it has also secured the power to act further,
to go on marching eastward, by sending on an advance
guard (1st battalion) to the station of Rohrbach. Such
measures of security would enable it to stay a long time
at Rohrbach without danger.

But, as we have seen, Rohrbach may be evacuated at
7.80 if by that time the enemy has not reached Bett-
willer, a thing we shall ascertain from our cavalry.
Moreover, it takes the brigade one hour to march past;
if the head arrives at 6 30, the rear will pass through
the same place at 7.30, Rohibach would then be held
in any case until 7 30, even without the column halting
Let us suppose, however, that, with a view to security,
the column should halt there for half an hour.

It will arrive and assemble north of the place :

The head, having arrived at 6 30, will start again
at 7;

The rear, having arrived at 7 30, will start again at 8.

This being intended, a report, from the colonel com-
manding the cavalry regiment announces, between 6 45
and 7, that the enemy (cavalry first, then infantry) is
seen marching on the road from Peppenkumm to Guider-
kirch; that if he himself is compelled to withdraw with
his squadrons, he will retire towards Bettwiller. This
piece of news confirms the necessity of barring
without delay the road to Bettwiller, Petit-Rederching,
Enchenberg.

Moreover, m proportion as time passes, the occupation
of Rohrbach becomes less necessary; the evacuation of
that place may be prepared.

In view of these two facts, the brigade is transferred,
as early as 7, from Rohrbach, 800 yards south-west of
the railway station, to the main road (at the junction
with the road leading up to hill 376); such troops as
have just assembled march on in close formation, such
as are m column of route keep to that formation; the
artillery on the road.

Protection is ensured by the 2nd battalion kept on